
 
 

COVID-19: Texas Update 
July 3, 2020 

 

1. Statewide mask mandate … 
 

Yesterday afternoon, the Governor issued an executive order instituting a 
statewide mask mandate … Here’s the video. Gatherings of more than 10 
persons have also been banned, unless approved by local governments.  
 
The mandate goes into effect today at 12:01 pm …. It can be enforced by 
local law enforcement and carries a $250 fine for the second and each 
subsequent violation … 
 
The mandate carries with it several “common sense exceptions” … including 
exercising, swimming, dining, driving alone, and voting.  
 
The mandate comes as Texas has experienced successive new highs in 
confirmed cases, hospitalizations, and a significant uptick in the positivity 
rate … 
 

 

 

https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRZdTKxeAvE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.texomashomepage.com/news/local-news/gov-abbott-face-coverings-required-in-public-spaces-in-counties-with-more-than-20-positive-covid-19-cases/


 
 

2. Comptroller reports that June sales tax collections 
were down 7.7% year-over-year …  

 
On Wednesday, the Comptroller announced June revenue collections … 
which primarily cover May activity. Total net revenue is down 4.13% as 
compared to last year.  
 
Sales tax collections – which account for 57% of all tax collections – 
decreased by 7.67%.  Sales tax collections for April, May, and June were 
down 9.7% as compared to the same time period in 2019.  
 
Oil and gas “severance” taxes declined significantly as compared to the same 
time last year … Oil and gas severance taxes are primary way the state funds 
its Rainy Day Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://comptroller.texas.gov/about/media-center/news/2020/200701-sales-tax.php
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/revenue/watch/general-revenue/


3. Other tidbits … 

 
For those wanting to educate themselves regarding the benefits and 
limitations of wearing masks …  
 
A new strain of the virus seems to be causing most of the infections … it’s 
more infectious, but doesn’t appear to be any more harmful.  

 
 
That is all today.  

https://www.ucsf.edu/news/2020/06/417906/still-confused-about-masks-heres-science-behind-how-face-masks-prevent
https://www.ucsf.edu/news/2020/06/417906/still-confused-about-masks-heres-science-behind-how-face-masks-prevent
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-07-infectious-strain-covid-dominates-global.html

